
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 12 April 2011] 

 p2742a-2742a 
Hon Donna Faragher 

 [1] 

ARTISTS BY THE RIVER EXHIBITION 

Statement 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.55 pm]: I wish to bring to 
the attention of members a wonderful exhibition I had the pleasure of opening earlier tonight in Alfred Cove. I 
did so not in my capacity as a member for East Metropolitan Region but rather as a patron of the Fairholme 
Disability Support Group. This group is based in Guildford at the Fairholme estate. It is a wonderful group. It 
was established in 1981 to provide support to loved ones with a disability. Since that time, it has grown to 
provide support to many families across the state. It involves itself in a wide variety of initiatives, including 
working alongside Workpower Inc and a range of other activities to enhance the lives of people with disabilities.  

One initiative of this group is the Artists by the River exhibition. Now in its third year, this project allows people 
who have a disability to participate in a 20-week program in two sessions to develop a variety of artistic skills 
under the guidance and support of art teachers and guest artists involved with the Melville Community Arts 
Association. I think there were 16 in this year’s group; nine new artists and the remaining from the previous 
year. Over the 20-week session, participating artists learn a variety of art media, including ceramics, sculpture, 
painting and sketching. At the end of the 20 weeks, an exhibition is held at the Atwell Arts Centre and Gallery to 
display a wonderful array of artwork.  

The importance of this project cannot be underestimated. It is fair to say that this program and the resulting 
exhibition exemplify everything that the organisers, sponsors and participants want to achieve. I think all 
members would agree that every person, irrespective of ability, age or background, should be able to achieve 
their full potential. While this program enables participants to learn a variety of art media, it also achieves much 
more than that, including improved self-esteem, confidence and social skills. It is also a very rewarding 
experience for the art teachers and guest artists, who see their students grow and develop over those 20 weeks. I 
suppose one might say that it is a two-way street in terms of education and learning.  

As a result of the very positive outcomes that have arisen from this program, I am told that planning for projects 
4 and 5 over the next couple of years is already underway, and that bigger and better things are to come. In 
particular, I understand that the organising team are looking to transfer their skills and knowledge through 
training and development to other groups outside the Melville Community Arts Association so that more people 
can have the same wonderful experience as those who have been fortunate to be part of this project. That is an 
absolutely fabulous outcome. 

I also say that as a proud patron of the Fairholme Disability Support Group, a position I have been privileged to 
hold for a number of years—Hon Eric Ripper is the other patron—as a former shadow Minister for Disability 
Services and someone who has a strong interest in this sector, I am always very conscious of the dedication and 
commitment shown by so many in our community to help people with a disability. I want to acknowledge the 
continued commitment and generous support of the exhibition sponsors, particularly the eagerness of the 
Melville Community Arts Association, the teachers and the guest artists, who have shared their knowledge and 
skills most willingly with the participants. Other sponsors include the Disability Services Commission, 
Healthway, and organisations such as Rotary International. They have all lent their support, in partnership with 
the Fairholme Disability Support Group, to get this program up and running and to make it so successful.  

Most importantly, though, I want to congratulate all participants involved in this year’s program. Last year I was 
lucky enough to purchase some artwork. I have to say my painting of a yellow canary is proudly placed in my 
office in a position that I cannot help but see every day. It is a painting that always brings a smile to my face. 
This year’s participants included David, Robyn, Penny, Denise, Emma, Greg, Ken, Peter, Colin, Janet, Donna, 
Diane, Kim, James, Graham and William. They should all be enormously proud of their achievements. I know 
that their families, friends and carers, who were there tonight, were so thrilled to see their work on display. They 
all got certificates at the end. It really was a wonderful night.  

I want to conclude by saying if members, from now until 19 April, happen to be driving along Canning 
Highway, drop in to the Atwell Arts Centre and Gallery to take a look at the fantastic work these participants 
have done. I am sure members will leave very positive in the knowledge of the achievements gained by the 
16 artists who have been involved this year, and also those who have been involved in the project as a whole, 
whether it is the resident guest artists or the art teachers—indeed Fairholme and all their sponsors. Members will 
be very pleased with what they see.  
 


